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the event shows, would have been a hasty proceeding.
Sometimes facts are so notorious that proof is ex
abundanti; and sometimes writers like those in ques-
tion hurt a good cause by not leaving it to itself.

118. Now, as to the corroborative statement made
by Apollinaris, writers of great authority assume
that he, or other early writers, speak as if a legion in
the Roman army was composed wholly of Christians.v
Yet even Eusebius does but speak of " the soldiers in
the Melitene legion/' which is an ambiguous form of
expression ; while Tertullian uses the phrase, " Chris-
tianorum/0^?militum precationibus," " Christianorum
militum orationibus," no mention being made of a
legion at all, and the word " forte " strongly opposing
the idea that the Christians, formed an entire body of
troops. As to Apollinaris, he, it is true, stated in his
lost work, that in consequence of the miracle a legion
was called " Thundering" ; but we may not assume
that he said more than that the Christians who
prayed were in the legion, since there is nothing
strange in the idea-of a whole body obtaining a name
from the good deed of some of them, nor strange,
again, considering that bodies of troops were drawn,
then as now, from particular places, and were open
to various local or other influences, that Christians
should have been numerous enough in one particular
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